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COVER PHOTO'S

General meeting, 7:)0 P.M. Multi-Media Room

The cover photo's show various stages of construction
at the museum. of the Depot Square project.

The top photo shows the depot that sits at the end of the
left side of track seven.

The lower left photo sho~s the Zelda Theater which faces
the ends of tracks two and three.

The lower right photo shows the bricks and the third rail
of track seven. along with the new construction along the
west wall.

All photo's appearing in this issue of your newsletter
were taken by Mark Olson.

At this time I would also like to thank Mark and his wife
for all the time that they have devoted too helping me get
this newsletter to you, I ho~e that you have found valuable
information in them.

Robert Mortinsen



A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT•••

• • • that phrase brought a few comments. "A WORD FROM. • •
and then a whole torrent of words racing across the page. Well,
surely you have heard the radio announcer say "And now a word from
our sponsor," followed by a 30-second commercial?

Being president of the Lake Superior Transportation Club
also means being a member of the board of directors for the
museum. I have had the opportunity to attend two board meetings
in the past few weeks and find it very interesting and educational.

Shirley Swain gave a presentation at the August meeting,
using a flip chart to present some facts and figures: 46~ of the
Depot's incoMe is through gate receipts. Many people will not come
in to the Depot if the railroad museum is closed,i.e. the rail
road museum is the number one attraGtion. Many people will turn
around and walk out otherwise. All of which says we have an
important function to the Depot, the city, tourists, etc.

There has been some anxiety on the part of board members
about the drop off in volunteer work at the museum during the
summer. It was explained that these same volunteers are also the
same ones who repair tracks, operate trains during the summer.
But now that those activities are winding down, perhaps we should
again turn our thoughts to the primary reason why the Lake Superior
Transportation Club was formed in the first place: To gather
interested volunteers to maintain and restore museum pieces of
railroad equipment.

Barney Olsen commented that it is natural for club members
to want to work on things that are to be used and operated,
rather than a static display. But if our museum is to adhere to
the respect and credability it has generated since its conception,
then club members had better realize the importance of their
contribution.

A number of things have been listed that should be done:
Depot Square is moving along nicely and help is needed in painting
the buildings. There is clean up work needed outside, junk to be
disposed of, general cleaning of equipment and restoration of same
and work on the model railroad.

These and other topics are to be discussed at our regular
meetings. One of our perpetual problems is not enough willing
volunteers to donate some time. The club is open to suggestions
as how best to bring in new members, a membership drive perhaps,
what incentives to use? Let us hear your ideas at the meetings
and make some plans for the coming months.

Jergen Fuhr, President



LS&:M WINDS UP THE SEASON

The last two weekends of September were busy ones for the
Lake Superior and Mississippi River Railroad with the running of
excursion trains on back-to-back weekends, the fourth and fifth
weekends of the summer's schedule of operation. And the last week
end wound up pretty much as the season began. • • wet. If you
recall the first weekend excursion in June had rain, lots of it,
and Saturday the 26th of Sept. was pretty much the same.

But the railroad has been able to repay some of its debt
to the museum, and a rough accounting for the month of September
shows a possibility of meeting our expenses with some left over.
The last weekend WaS also the convention of the regional Antique
Car Club. The group gathered at New Dlluth to ride on the morning
train, just about filling the three coaches.

Many brought their antique and some not-so-antique cars,
some being driven and a few on trailers. All vehicles were
beautiful, some original and some restored, but all being good
examples of the auto industry's varied skills and styles of by
gone years.

The Riverside run-around was not put in as it was hoped this
summer because of various snafus and then discovering that a
culvert had to be put in for a very small creek which runs in
the area.

o~f track work had b6en done in variou;-pl~ between
excursion weekends, thanks to a lot of hard-working people who
forsake their wives, offspring, fishing home repairs all for the
sake of the LS&M and having the satisfaction of doing something
in its attempt to draw more customers.

sao LINE 1003 RUNS AGAIN

One of the events of the Soo Line Historical Society was
to see the Soo Line 1003 (mike) run again. Don Fobear rose
with the chickens of the morning of S3ptember 19, drove through
the pre-dawn twilight to Superior and Fired up the 1003. • •
with compressed air. Yup, 100 lbs. of air. When the conventioneers
arrived, the 1003 chugged back and forth on the short piece of
track. One Soo Liner remarked about seeing the locomotive move,
hear the familiar exhaust from its stack, but no steam vapors
or smoke from the stack. Remember the smokeless cookers used
in some yards?

The 1003 has been inspected and with a little more work,
should be ready to fire.



LSTM HOSTS sea LINE HISTORICAL GROUP

and a good time was had by all could aptly describe
the Sao Line Ustorics.l Society convention held in Duluth August
19 and 20~ Wayne Olsen, Frank King and Dave Carlson made the
arrangements for the group's fourth annual meeting held at the
Radisson Hotel. Festivities began Friday night with registration.
a model railroad clinic, slides and movies. The museum was open
til 10 pm for those who wanted to see our facility.

Saturday was a full day of activities beginning at 9 o'clock
with a bus tour to the Soo Line yard in Superior, a visit to the
1003, then a trip on the LS&M excursion train at noon with lunch
on the train, a stop at the West Duluth Soo Line depot and back
to the hotel.

Saturday night's banquet had 200 registered, with Pat Dorin
holding number 200. The speaker for the evening was Bryon Olsen,
vice president and legal counsel for the Sao Line who spoke
about the sMlll but successful railroad. Barney mentioned the
merger in 1960 of the Duluth South Shore and Atlantic, the
Wisconsin Central and old 500 into tlle new 500 Line Railroad and
how with a reduction of motive power, railroad cars and increased
efficiency has been able to increase its car loading and give
its customers better service.

He followed his remarks with a question and answer period
and then showed some of his personal slides of the Sao in action
Door prizes were awarded and awards were announced for the modol
and photograph contest, with an auction winding up the evenings
activities.

Sunday morning saw a ride on the trolley at the museum, and
an officer's meeting. The weather coorerated, it was a beautiful
weekend for the 500 Line fans, most of who carne from Minnesota and
Wisconsin, but a few from long distances like Florida.

AND SPEAKING OF STEAM. • •

Did you see the picture in Trains of our 7-spot, the 0-4-0
Porter doing some switching in our museum, Dave Schaures took
the picture last June 7 as Berger and Company (Fobear, Asbury,
McDonnell) fired up the engine for the first time since being
delivered to fue museum by the Dr.&IR last fall.



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLYWEDS

Tim Schandel, tour guide and assistant museum curator, and
Gayle Gronseth, former tour guide, have taken the big step and
said their vows to one another on Saturday, October third at
First Lutheran Church.

Members of the club attended the wedding, so not to much,
if any, work was done at the museum. It's a good thing these
things don't happen too often. Anyway, our best to the newlyweds
in their new life together as Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Schandel.
They are residing in Duluth, Tim attending UMD and Gayle employed
at Sun Jewelry.

Also of interest, Gayle's sister Kathy became Mrs. Richard
McConell on August 15 and she was also a former tour guide.

Another cl~b member, David Bruns, marri~d Annette Richardson
on July 18, 1981. The couple resides in Duluth.

NDl BOARD MEMBER ELECTED

The Board of Directors of the museum welcomed Clinton
Ferner, new General Manager of the DM&IR, as a new member of the
Board, he was the general superintendent for the EJ&E and replaced
Don Shank who recently retired from the DM&IR.

Bert Polland had written to the board asking that he be
relieved of his duties because of the difficulty to get to the
board meetings. Bert is with the Hyman-Michaels Co. located in
Chicago. ~~oard did nO~~QCQpt his resignatiD~;- and asked that
he remain and come to the meetings when possible.

Others on the board are Torn Lamphier, chairman of the board,
Don Shank, president, Wayne Olsen,secretary, and Lenard Draper
as treasurer.

1250 TAKES A TRIP

On August 27th 1981, Erie Mining Company borrowed the
railroad museums dining car 1250 (Lake Of the Isles) for
a board of directors inspection trip from its taconite pellet
production facility at Hoyt Lakes to the Dunka Mine, about a
20 mile trip.

The train consisted of a Erie F-9 A&B units, the DM&IR
combine W 24, the 1250, and the DMIR Northland. Enroute a fully
catered meal was served to approximatly 40 people by a Virginia
area caterer. Two railroad museum volunteers went with the diner
to insure smooth mechanical operation, of which none were encountered.

Tim Schandel

AMTRAK CHANGE

On Sunday October 25th Amtrak changed the schedule of its
Northstar passenger train to Duluth. The train now departs Duluth
at 6:00 p.m. every evening and arrives in the Twin Cities at 9:35
p.m. The return trip departs the Twin Cities at 7:50 a.m. and
arrives in Duluth at 11:35 a.m. Since the train no longer runs
through to Chicago, it has been re-equiped with Superliners to
make the task of bringing extra equipment to st. Paul e~$ier.

The normal consist to date has been one F40PH, one superliner
full diner, one superliner coach/baggage, a~d one superliner
coach. Tim Schandel



ITE11S AVAIUBLE AT THE MUSEUM

Below is a partial list of books available at the museum.
There is a 25~ discount a?ailable to members with a TPlid
membership card.

The Second Diesel Spotters Guide
Some Classic Trains
The Electric Way Acc~oss the Mountains
Milwaukee Rails
Articulated Steam Locomotives of North America
Amtrak Trains and TraTel
Interurbans Without Wire
The Electric Railways of Minnesota
The Great Northern Railway
I Like Trains
The Missabe Road
Minnesota Logging Railroads (Brand New by Frank King)

Also aTailable is a complete selection of Hoagie Railroad
mugs, buttons, and plaques, RR belt buckles by Ajax, an assortment
of black and white 8xl0 photo s featuring NP, GN, and DMIR steam
and diesel locomotives by outstanding photographers as well as
RR fobs, tie tacks, patches, time tables and authentic dinning
oar china frOM the CB&Q, Milwakee Rd., CN, and others.

Magazines such as Trains, The Soo ( The SO~ Line Technical
Historical Society) Northwestern Lines ( C&NW Historical Society)
are also available, please call the museum for further information.

Tim Schandel

The photo above shows, in the fore-ground, the tie
tamper which has been repaired and will b~ of great use
on the ~. Sitting behind it on track five is the
Duluth and Northern Minnesota Railway's number 14.
The engine has been sitting in the D.M&I.R. round house
in Proctor, where it has recieved a COSMetic touch up.
The engine came down the hill this summer and May be
placed inside before winter.

This is a bueatiful little mike which was used on
the logging road just nort~of D41uth.

!have also heard that the condition of this engine,
flues and etc, are in excellent condition, so perhaps
someday it just mi~ht steam.
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