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The Second Wave: post-1974 Plymouth commerclal vehicles

Plymouth
Scamp pickup

Plymouth “trucks” seems an oxymoron to those who have no memory of

Plymouth’s pickup and sedan delivery commercial vehicles from 1937-1941.
Following World War I1, these vehicles disappeared from Plymouth’s line-
up... until 1974. That model vear marked Plymouth’s “second wave ™ re-
entry into the field with the Trail Duster sport utility and Voyager van (rech-

nically called a wagon since only windowed versions of the vehicle were
offered). Plvmouth later followed these vehicles with their Arrow and Scamp
pickups and market-breaking Vovager minivan.

This article is the fourth in a series by Don Bunn, member and noted

Dodve truck historian and author,

by Don Bunn

as the 1982 Dodge

Rampage designed to be a

Chevrolet S-10/Ford Ranger
fighter or a Volkswagen Rabbit pick-
up/Suburu Brat fighter? The bigger
competition came. of course. from
Chevrolet’s and Ford's US-built mini-
pickups which had replaced the re-
badged Japanese trucks they had been
selling the previous ten years,

Spending the development money
required to get the Rampage to market,
from our perspective in 2003, doesn't
seem to have been a very wise decision.
The S-10 was new in 1982 and the
Ranger followed six months later. The
Brat dated back to 1978 and the US-
built VW pickup to 1980,

You might also say the Rampage
was a down-sized El Camino. That
truck dated way back to 1959. The
D50 pickup had been Dodge’s smallest
RWD pickup until the Dakota came
along in 1987.

With the addition of a small diesel
engine the VW pickup was the truck
industry's MpG leader by a wide margin.
I suspect what Mr. laccoca and compa-
ny had in mind was to simply field a
high-mileage light pickup. In so doing.
Chrysler contributed to the creation ot a
new type of truck--a front-wheel-drive,

ed integrally with the body. forming
both cab and cargo box sides. This
construction was believed to be ideal
for a small truck because it combined
body and frame into a single monolithic
structure. Thus it possessed greal
strength and rigidity without adding the
excess weight that could lower fuel
economy and detract from handling.
Because it was welded, rather than
assembled with nuts and bolts, body
remained solid and tight after thou-
sands of miles of hauling.

Rampage’s body structure consist-
ed of a one-piece body side panel that
formed the right and left side structures
and exterior side surfaces (less doors
and front fenders) including the pickup
box. Robot welding helped to ensure

car-based mini-truck--even though time

would show that it was to be rather
short-lived.

The Plymouth Scamp. like its
Dodge Rampage sibling, was nimble,
easy to drive, able to carry a noticeable
payvload. and very economical to oper-
ate.

Dodge engineers used the
Plymouth Horizon TC3/Dodge Omni
024 sports-type cars as their base vehi-
cle. They employed unibody construc-
tion with a truck frame structure weld-

8-

dimensional control for a high level of
assembly uniformity. It also helped to
assure accurate door and hinge attach-
ment and quality door fit.

The pickup box itself was of dou-
ble-wall all-steel welded construction.
The box sat on (was welded to) two
rigid structural side members and six
sturdy cross members. The tailgate
was a4 one piece, double-walled steel
unit with a sturdy latch that opened
with a single handle for ease of opera-




o bined city and freeway driv-
- ing.

: ' " The Scamp was offered as
either the base Scamp or the
sporty Scamp GT. The GT
was a very racy model.
sporting special graphics
and a distinctive hood bulge.
Standard equipment includ-
ed power brakes, rack-and-

pinion steering. steel-belted
radial tires mounted on
Rallye wheels. tinted glass
in all windows, vinyl bucket
seats with adjustable backs

and behind-the-seat storage.

The Scamp lasted
only one model year--1983:
the Rampage was new in
1982 and was dropped after
the 1984 model year.

You may want to pick up one of
these nifty pickups now and put it away
until 2008 when it becomes eligible for
Plymouth Owners Club recognition.

tion.
Rampage was
more than merely a
conversion of the
Horizon TC3 it may
appear to be from a
front view. From the

Not many were sold: Collectible
Automobile (Dec’92) reports that just
2,129 were built. The Scamp GT
side and rear views,
it's obvious that the
pickup part of this
vehicle was designed
and built to be a pick-

would be the most desirable. It would
be good to have several Scamps at the
Grand National Meet in Detroit in
2008.

PB
up. Its integral box
was '.ilT '\'U.PL'Fi(W oa :L'L'('I'LII;I}:I':.‘ 1o ( r?h'fr't tible Automobile, the :
Scamp/Rampage is becoming a “minor cult
separate box and cab. Gt PREE 15, DEtOMIDE HE
v car.” Better get one now! --ed.
Chevrolet had used a
similar construction BROCHURE PHOTOSPROVIDEDBY MARK OLSON

style on its El

Camino for years.
Standard specifi-
cations of the front-wheel-
drive Scamp included a
104.2-inch wheelbase: its
cargo box measured 63.7 by
41.8 by 15.5-inches high: and
its tailgate was 50 by 17-
inches. Power was from the
famous Chrysler 2.2-liter, 84
horsepower, four-cylinder
engine, mounted transversely.
I'he standard transmission
was a four-speed manual: a
3-speed automatic was
optional. Suspensions
included front Iso-struts and a
beam axle with leaf springs
in the rear. Fuel consumption
was rated at 28 MPG com-
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PLYMOUTH SCAMP AND SCAMP GT
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The Seamp GT interior included a sport
steering wheel and an instrument cluster with

'.Jllfli.lf\. f:{l’lf lll-’llllr Ir’.J.J” r’(‘I{J;rlll.lr['f.lll“lr}l L4 )Ill{'f.l & "llr
low back or high back bucket seats in vinyl or
cloth and vinvl (also available with racing
SIripe motif as seen on the previous page ).
Low hack vinvl buckets were standard Scamp
fare

Scamp options included: side box rails: all
vinvl fitted tonneau cover: air « onditioning,
electronic-tuned AM/FM stereo available with
or without a cassette tape plaver with Dolby

sound: automatic transaxle; Automatic Speed

Control (Chrysler, its originator, still would
n't call it “cruise”); five-speed manual
transaxle: manual remote passenger side

mirror,




=

|

N
i

V;r‘

AV
VoA
\f

A
NN

Ay
¥k
I\ 4

/'Y
v
A

i"&

o,
P
-,
o
AV v\ ur

Wy
A
ot
i
At
ot
-«
by
A
A&r
A
Ot

\
A

7
X
g
X
g
%

’:L"\.r
X

O
>
X

A%y
X
X

(A
\ g
A
\{

i
b
g
by
Al

A WY
V.
A%y
\ 4
A
v
"!'
¥,
~7
X
~d
X
Nt
¥
=
X

P
N
¢

v

-
i_#'

\ 4

%

V.

A

\ £

A4

\ £
A

47 v,
LN
\V
Vi
o
A
aley
Y W,
-
-
2

X
o
X
g
g
N/

Th
A
.

A
Ay

Seamp shared its sales catalogue with the Turismo coupe from which it was largely
derived. The X-rav view, above, shows Scamp’s rear I-beam, leaf-sprung axle designed to
carry loads Turismo’s coil-over-shocks couldn’t handle. Scamp did have its own order
book in which all optional equipment is shown in black-and-white, including its wheel
offerings. Thirteen-inch Rallve wheels were standard; 14-inch Rallves with a bolt-on cen-

ter cap were optional (standard on the GT). For more money a buver could specifv 14-

inch cast aluminum wheels.
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by Mark Olson
Proctor, Minnesota

“Sr.\.\w? Didn’t Plymouth make those little cars the
B early “70s7

That is usually the first thing any one who knows his or
her Plymouths will say when I tell them I bought one. Well,
my Scamp is a Plymouth, but it is not a car. My 1983
Plymouth Scamp GT is a commercial vehicle with a gross
weight of 3,450 pounds. That makes it a full-fledged half-ton
pickup!

In the spring of 2001 I got the urge to find another vehicle
(Plymouth. of course) to take up some of the vacant room in
my garage. | had a daily driver and my 1968 Fury I convert-
ible and wanted more. | knew it had to be small. as I was pret-
ty much left with an open area eight feet wide and 15 feet
deep. 1 remembered the Rampage (Scamp’s Dodge twin) and
then I remembered Chrysler made a Plymouth version too. So

the quest was on.

[ started by searching the internet for information. 1 found
out a little about them from the AllPar site at http://www.all-
par.com/omni/rampage/index.huml and 1 liked what I saw.

Searching various on-line car dealers, I ran across a
Scamp GT in California. [ live in Minnesota, the land of car
rust and rot. so “a rust-free California car” sounded a lot better
than one with “free rust”™! The seller (Paul) was asking $1500
for the Scamp, which, based on the description he gave.
seemed reasonable. It had high mileage but no major damage.
Paul was its second owner (for 16 years) and again: NO
RUST!

In March. of 2001, I emailed Paul, then called and talked
to him a few times. [ discovered that he had bought the
Scamp when it was two years old with about 20 thousand
miles on the odometer. He told me, "It is without a doubt the

best vehicle | have ever owned!”™ He had put on a lot of the
miles driving it between San Jose. where he lived. to Oregon
to visit his mother in a nursing home. We talked quite a few
times and he came down to $1100, but I still did not like the
idea of buying a car, sight unseen, in California. I kind of let
it drop as summer came and [ was going to car shows and
became busy with other warm weather things.

Then in August [ got another email from Paul: “When are
you going to buy my Scamp?” He had taken it off the market
because. after he talked to me and heard I wanted to restore it,
he just could not sell it to someone who wanted to use as it for
a “eardener’s truck.” He also had been offered S1100 from
local kids who planned to use it for street racing. but he want-
ed me to have it. I thought, OK, this guy WANTS me to have
it. Idecided I had to give it a shot.

I searched the list of Plymouth Owners Club members and
found that Robert Semichy lives in San Jose. 1 contacted him
and he was able to find a friend who knew more than he does
about newer Mopar vehicles to go with him to look over the
Scamp on my behalf. Club members are a great resource, and
I would do the same for any of them. Their verdict was that
the vehicle was indeed rust-free and was what the seller was
describing. Having a real flesh and blood contact is a com-
forting thing.

(This was actually the second time I purchased a car on
the internet. I had also bought my 1968 Fury Il convertible
from an advertisement on the web.)

I decided that shipping the Scamp to Minnesota made
sense and found a transport company that could pick it up ina
few weeks. After relieving me of about $700 for their servic-
es. they had the Scamp in Minneapolis by November [2th.
Three days later, 1 picked it up at a friend’s house. where it
was dropped off. and drove my new acquisition 150 miles to



its new home.

Being that it was winter here in the Northland and not
time for driving a California car. I decided to do a little engine
work. The head gasket was leaking a little--the reason why 1
did not want to drive it from California. I had the head oft and
the machine work done and the engine back together by mid-
winter.

[ plan on driving the Scamp as a limited use (nice weather
only) second car until 2008, when it will be old enough to be
admitted to the club. Over the next few years. I also plan on
restoring it as close to original condition as possible.

The paint is pretty good for being having been “baked™ for

18 vears by hot California sun. A small dent at the rear corner
on the passenger side was repaired this spring. Itstill has a
few shopping cart dings in the doors and a small crease in the
right wheel well needing repair, and a total repaint is in the
future. [ have already started the process of getting the GT
logos and stripes recreated at a local graphics shop.

I have checked with some upholstery suppliers who say
they should have no problem getting new seat covers in the
original material for the bucket seats. I have already replaced
the foam and cloth headliner. The foam deteriorates and the
cloth falls. Many different places sell exact replacements,
because this is such a common problem. The carpet (still orig-
inal) is pretty close to mint condition. As the vehicle spent its
first years in California. no winter sludge and salt have been
destroying the carpet and the metal under it.

The dash in the GT is shared with the TC3 and has a built-
in tachometer and quartz clock for rally racing. The steering
wheel is of a kind of soft. spongy rubber and. amazingly. it
does not seem to have been destroyed by the California sun.

The Scamp is fun to drive, the five-speed transmission in
my GT is pretty easy to shift. When it was new, the little
pickup must have been quite a head turner.

THE SCaMP SHARED a lot of parts with the Horizon and the
Horizon TC3. From the B-pillar to the front bumper. most
things swap. The floor pan from under the seats to the back of
the cab is a direct part exchange with the Horizon four-door
sedan. The doors have the same part number as the TC3. but
the glass is unique to the Scamp.

The back part of the vehicle, however. is totally different.
Both the TC3 and the Horizon have coil springs over shocks
for rear suspension, while the Scamp uses very light three-
blade leaf springs. The front and rear spindles and brakes are
the same as the rest of the Horizon line. The front springs are
a little heavier than those on the TC3. but will interchange.

The rear brakes have an unique feature: a spring-loaded
proportioning valve with levers that act as sensors. As the
springs are loaded, the valve increases braking power to the
rear wheels. This is not ABS. but, by reducing the applied
force to the rear brakes when no load is in the box. it does
keep the rear wheels from locking up.

IN THE PROCESS OF LOOKING for my Scamp. [ have
acquired the original owner’s manual, shop manual, adver-
tising brochures. dealer spec sheets and some other paper for
the Scamp. [ also have a mint condition full-line Chrysler
Corp Parts manual in paper form and on microfiche.

I have also found a computer registry on-line for the
Scamp. The URL of that site is
hup:/scampgt.freevellow.com/. The fellow who runs the site,
Steven. is maintaining a very informative site on the vehicle
and trying to create a useful resource for the little trucks.
Rampages are covered also, along with some other small FwD
Mopars.

THE PRODUCTION FIGURES for the Scamp and the Scamp
GT are not too clear. In his book on Plymouth and DeSotos,
Jim Benjaminson states that less than 2,000 were made. The
Scamp Registry pages (URL listed below) show basic Scamp
production at 2,184 and Scamp GT production at 1,380, put-
ting total production at approximately 3.600--a number I have
found other places. No matter what numbers you choose to
use. | do know that Scamp production was very limited.

Information I have indicates that Belvidere, Illinois, was
the assembly point for all Scamps. My own GT shows a build
date of April 9, 1983. I have heard that some Scamps sat in
dealers’ inventories until late 1984. 1 have also heard rumors
that a buyer could order a 1983 Scamp during the 1984 model
vear, yet it would be listed as a 1983 model on the title. |
can’t imagine anyone wanting a Plymouth so bad that they'd
buy an ‘83 model when a 1984 Dodge version could be pur-
chased for the same price, so | do not put any faith in that
rumor.

If you are thinking of buying a Scamp. don’t wait! These
little guys are disappearing fast, and. in some locations, are
becoming hard to get already. Also. it is hard to tell if any
will survive in regular use for another ten years. Most newer
cars are considered “throw-a-ways™. and their parts will disap-
pear tast after 20 years. Most of the parts I have found for my
Scamp were listed in Chrysler’s dealer inventory database
rather than as stock items at the parts depots.

The 2.2 liter engine has been out of production for almost
ten years now; with each passing year it will become harder to
get mechanical parts. However. the nice thing about restoring
an early 1980s Mopar is that they still have carburetors, and
the computer is not the only reason they keep running.  As
mechanical parts are much easier and cheaper to reproduce
than custom electronic stuff, I can imagine it will be more dif-
ficult to restore post-1980s automobiles.

ITs VERY LOW PRODUCTION and the fact that the Scamp
was the last pickup truck made by Plymouth--and the only
pickup made by Plymouth in this country (the Arrow was a
Mitsubishi) after WWII--make the 1983 Scamp a good bet for
a future Plymouth of distinction! Look for mine at a National
Meet after 2008. PR




Scamp Gallery

Scamp GT: R. E. Stephens, Kayvsville, Utah

at Shakopee. Photo by Cl

Yeah, sure...and it’s got a Cummins diesel under the hood, too! Scamp GT, Clif Nelson,
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